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Stamford Methodist Circuit 

Order of Worship Sunday 16th January 2022 

Preacher: Chris Ballard from Deepings Methodist Church 

 

Theme: Methodist Way Of Life: John 2:1-11 – The best is yet to come 

[When reading the order of worship on a computer, laptop or smart phone, click on the YouTube links to 

play the hymns.  Remember to turn up the volume!] 

 

Welcome: 

Welcome to this time of on-line worship for the Stamford Methodist Church and Circuit. Welcome to all 

listening online either this Sunday or at a later time. Lets start with a prayer as we get ready to worship. 

Loving God we come to worship, as we focus on the theme of looking forward, the best is yet to come. We 

thank you that you have been with us, are with us now and will be in the future too. Wherever we are at 

this moment, whatever we are doing, however we are feeling we lift to you. We come with so many things 

on our hearts and minds, take them, look after us, give us the big hug that we need to enable us to focus 

on You this morning and draw closer to you. We ask this in the name of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

This time will be focused on Johns Gospel that we will hear in a moment. The first miracle of Jesus turning 

water into wine. As we go through the service lets focus on the theme, the best is yet to come and have a 

time of worship to start.  

 

Song: This I believe (The Creed) 

This I Believe (The Creed) with Lyrics - YouTube 

Our Father everlasting 

The all creating One 

God Almighty 

Through Your Holy Spirit 

Conceiving Christ the Son 

Jesus our Saviour 

I believe in God our Father 

I believe in Christ the Son 

I believe in the Holy Spirit 

Our God is three in one 

I believe in the resurrection 

That we will rise again 

For I believe in the Name of Jesus 

Our Judge and our Defender 

Suffered and crucified 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LiPsM3aQAk4
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Forgiveness is in You 

Descended into darkness 

You rose in glorious life 

Forever seated high 

I believe in God our Father 

I believe in Christ the Son 

I believe in the Holy Spirit 

Our God is three in one 

I believe in the resurrection 

That we will rise again 

For I believe in the Name of Jesus 

I believe in You 

I believe You rose again 

I believe that Jesus Christ is Lord 

(Repeat) 

I believe in God our Father 

I believe in Christ the Son 

I believe in the Holy Spirit 

Our God is three in one 

I believe in the resurrection 

That we will rise again 

For I believe in the Name of Jesus 

I believe in life eternal 

I believe in the virgin birth 

I believe in the saints' communion 

And in Your holy Church 

I believe in the resurrection 

When Jesus comes again 

For I believe in the Name of Jesus 

For I believe in the Name of Jesus 

For I believe in the Name of Jesus 

 

Prayer: 

God we know that you are awesome, you created the world and everything in it. You gave it to us to be 

your stewards but we know we have not and are not doing a great job. We say sorry for the destruction we 

cause by humanity. Sorry for the global pandemic, sorry for global warming, sorry for wars, killing, torture 

we cause each other. We know that personally we sin ourselves individually. We know you know the things 

on our hearts and what we have done but as a sign of our love to you and how sorry we are we confess our 

sins personally. 

(Silence) 

Lord we thank you that you came down as a baby, to show us how to live. Thank you that by dying and 

overcoming death our sins have been forgiven by the ultimate love you have for us. Accept these prayers 

as a sign of how great you are and how grateful we are for you have done and will do for us. 
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Amen 

 

 

Song: Way Maker 

Way Maker with lyrics - YouTube 

You are here, moving in our midst 

I worship You 

I worship You 

You are here, working in this place 

I worship You 

I worship You 

(Repeat) 

You are 

Way maker, miracle worker, promise keeper 

Light in the darkness, my God 

That is who You are 

(Repeat) 

You are here, touching every heart 

I worship You 

I worship You 

You are here, healing every heart 

I worship You 

I worship You 

You are here, turning lives around 

I worship You 

I worship You 

You are here, mending every heart 

I worship You 

I worship You 

You are 

Way maker, miracle worker, promise keeper 

Light in the darkness, my God 

That is who You are 

(Repeat) 

That is who You are 

(Repeat x 8) 

Even when I don't see it, You're working 

Even when I don't feel it, You're working 

You never stop, You never stop working 

You never stop, You never stop working 

(Repeat x 3) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FMp52bW82UA
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Way maker, miracle worker, promise keeper 

Light in the darkness, my God 

That is who You are 

(Repeat) 

That is who You are 

(Repeat until end) 

 

Reading: John 2:1-11 (NIV) 

Jesus Changes Water Into Wine 

2 On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his 

disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, 

“They have no more wine.” 

4 “Woman,why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.” 

5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 

6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from 

twenty to thirty gallons. 

7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim. 

8 Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.” 

They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not 

realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the 

bridegroom aside 10 and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after 

the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.” 

11 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed his glory; 

and his disciples believed in him. 

 

Sermon 

Let us pray: 

May the words of my mouth and the thoughts of all of our minds be pleasing to You O God, our rock and 

our redeemer. 

Amen 

 

The passage for this Sunday is John 2:1-11, if you are familiar with the Bible then you will know this 

passage well if not then this is a story about the first miracle Jesus ever did, turning water into wine. 

 Verses 1-4: On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2 

and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus’ 
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mother said to him, ‘They have no more wine.’ 4 ‘Woman,why do you involve me?’ Jesus replied. 

‘My hour has not yet come.’ 

Setting the scene of the wedding/party with wine flowing well, you can image it when they realise that the 

wine has all gone, which in their day would have been a definite no no and come across as an insult to the 

wedding guests. You can imagine your own reaction if you were hosting the party, perhaps it happened to 

you over Christmas?  

So Mary, Jesus’ mother, tells Jesus of the situation in expectation to get what appears to be a rather blunt 

reaction “Woman, why do you involve me?’ Jesus replied. ‘My hour has not yet come.’” 

Mary seeking help from Jesus, who knows is the Son of God, the Messiah, yet Jesus responds with my time 

has not yet come. Bigger things were planned for Jesus and now was not yet the time for Jesus to show 

who he truly was. Yet, with Mary’s faith placed in Jesus, he goes onto perform his first miracle. 

 Verses 5-11 - His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ 6 Nearby stood six stone 

water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from eighty to a 

hundred and twenty litres. 7 Jesus said to the servants, ‘Fill the jars with water’; so they filled them 

to the brim. 8 Then he told them, ‘Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.’ 

They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He 

did not realise where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then 

he called the bridegroom aside 10 and said, ‘Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the 

cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.’ 11 

What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed his 

glory; and his disciples believed in him. 

The best is yet to come: 

 Firstly – Jesus’ own comment ‘My hour has not yet come’. 

o Jesus knew what his future held: 

 performing many more miracles 

 preaching and teaching on how we should live 

 showing us by the way he lived his own life 

 Ultimately, dying taking our sins to the cross so that when he rose again, our sins 

were forgotten and death/sin were defeated forever.  

 Secondly – By following the instructions of Jesus like the servants did, we too can be blessed with 

Jesus’ miracles within our own lives 

o Mark 11:24 - Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have 

received it, and it will be yours. 

o John 16:24 - Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will 

receive, and your joy will be complete. 

o Acts 2:38 - Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 11 - What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed his 

glory; and his disciples believed in him. 

Jesus revealed himself to the disciples through many signs, as the writer of Johns Gospel puts it, 

signposting to you and to me who Jesus really is.  

 The signs for me were: 
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o Seeing how knowing Jesus impacted on other people’s life. See a clear difference in the way 

people lived and behaved 

o Through a couple of youth group’s I attended where we had opportunity to explore Bible 

passages, discuss them in sometimes great detail and seeing how God’s Word challenges us 

in today’s world 

o Ultimately, being challenged to let Jesus into my life, which in doing so (as I had nothing to 

lose) changed my life forever.  

 Jesus knows us, knows where we are, what we are going through… 

o the light of the world, the Messiah, God in Human form 

o came down as a tiny baby 

o was a refugee fleeing from Herod who wanted him dead 

o was a working man 

o saw death, illness, temptation 

o was put on trial, wrongly sentenced to death, tortured and crucified 

All for us…to show each one of us that he knows exactly what we are going through  

 Imagine what Jesus can do in your life if you follow his instructions and allow His Spirit to work 

within you. 

o Healing old wounds 

o Physical healing 

o Helping you to cope with situations that seem beyond your control 

o Overcoming a fear 

o Setting you free of something that is holding you back 

o Ultimate forgiveness of your Sins 

Verse 10 – The master of the banquet says ‘Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper 

wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.’ 

 Being a Christian, can be like this… 

o For many so called “Christians” we attend church’s either physically or virtually 

o We sing the songs, read the Bible and say our prayers 

o We say that we are a Christian but are not truly following the way of Jesus, we are not 

Christ’s Followers 

o It can seem like we are doing everything we need to do, going through the motions, having 

a great time drinking what we think is the choice wine 

o But…unless we are willing to give our all to Jesus like he has done for us, our every essence, 

our whole selves, we will never truly receive the best wine.  

o Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete. 

What are you waiting for…the best is yet to come! 
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Song – God of this City 

God Of This City - Chris Tomlin (Lyrics) - YouTube 

You're the God of this city 

You're the King of these people 

You're the Lord of this nation 

You Are 

You're the light in this darkness 

You're the hope to the hopeless 

You're the peace to the restless 

You are 

There is no one like our God 

There is no one like our God 

Greater things have yet to come 

Great things are still to be done 

In this city 

Greater things are still to come 

And greater things are still to be done 

In this city 

(Repeat whole song above) 

Greater things are still to come 

And greater things are still to be done 

Here 

There is no one like our God 

There is no one like our God 

Greater things have yet to come 

Great things are still to be done 

In this city 

Greater things are still to come 

And greater things are still to be done 

In this city 

 

 

Closing: 

We come to the end of the on-line service. Thank you for listening and tuning in. If you want to speak to 

anyone about the service please contact Rev Andy Fyall, he is happy to speak to, pray with or just listen. 

Thank you to everyone who has helped put this service together. 

A final prayer: 

As this service finishes, we do as Mary did. We place our trust and faith in you. Just as the servants did we 

follow your instructions. Help to guide us, keep us on the path or righteousness. We remember that when 

we lose track and find this difficult you are there with us, helping, guiding, caring. The best is yet to come.  

Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aD-7LcQVNac
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Closing video: 

The UK Blessing — Churches sing 'The Blessing' over the UK - YouTube 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUtll3mNj5U

