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The Circuit Newsletter exists to build up fellowship across the Stamford Methodist
Circuit. Items for inclusion in the Circuit Newsletter should be: Inspiring, encouraging of
faith and discipleship to promote the growth of church relationships within the Circuit.
Could you please send any articles for the June Circuit Newsletter to:
Email:admin2322@gmail.com or by post to the Circuit Office at Stamford Methodist Church
Articles should be sent no later than Tuesday 10th May 2022.

Rev Andy Fyall
11 Jackson Way, Stamford, Lincs. PE9 1FG
Tel: 01780 762282
andy.fyall@methodist.org.uk

Rev Bekkie Wright
2 Wensum Close, Oakham. LE15 6FU
Tel: 01572 720721
Bekkie.wright@methodist.org.uk

Rev Ruth Charlesworth
2 Coggles Causeway, Bourne, Lincs PE10 9LN
Tel: 01778 422258
ruth.charlesworth@methodist.org.uk

Rev Helen Fyall– Hospital Chaplain
11 Jackson Way, Stamford, Lincs. PE9 1FG
Tel: 01780 762282
andyandhelenfyall@btinternet.com

Rev William Booker BA
Assistant Minister, Stamford Methodist
Church with pastoral charge of
Ryhall Methodist Church
5 Frognall, Deeping St James, PE6 8RS
Tel: 01778380195

Phil Jones- Circuit Mission Enabler
5 Rycroft Close, Deeping St James, PE6
8NX
Tel: 01778 346389
pdvjones@hotmail.com

Julia Husbands

Circuit Administrator
Rowan Scholtz
admin2322@gmail.com Tel: 01780 481395

Circuit Children, Family and Youth
Work Enabler Tel:01780 753968
Julia.cfywenabler@gmail.com
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Pastoral Letter

Dear Friends,
I came across a book in Beale’s a few months back, called “Middle Class Problems:
not actual problems, just middle-class ones”. You know the kind of thing: “Ugh,
this hummus has no chives” or “Why have they given up serving saucers for your
coffee in Costa?”. We get steamed up about so very little, me included. Me
especially!
One thing the war in Ukraine has given us I think is a sense of proportion.
Sometimes I’m doing something very ordinary, like washing my hands, and I
suddenly think: gosh, I’ve got running water, warm water, a little house to live in,
people around me… who are alive and close by. The thing that seeing people in such
suffering gives us is that blessed word: perspective. We see our little issues and
problems in the light of the big picture.
But… (and, if you’ll pardon the expression, this is a big but): we sometimes make it
sound as if, because our problems are not global in scale, that they are insignificant,
even to God. And that is simply not true. He is so magnificent, and so resourceful
that he can manage the suffering of a country on such a scale as Ukraine and still care
about our needs, our hurts and our desires. Jesus says in Luke, chapter 12, “Are not
five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by
God…….Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.” Similarly, I
remember when I was growing up a line of a hymn that always struck me most
forcefully. It was a children’s hymn and it had a line that went “he sees the meanest
sparrow fall, unnoticed in the street”. That kind of informed how I felt about God and
about other people. Nobody is forgotten by God, neither in Ukraine, where he seeks
the higher goals of justice and liberation, nor in our humble lives where he simply
wants to help, and bless. That doesn’t mean we should be facile, crying over our spilt
Latte, or moaning about the fact that Game of Thrones has finished. We can be
concerned about all the wrong things, of course. But we must be clear, size doesn’t
matter to God. A baby is as important as a mountain. Maybe more so. Let him take
care of your needs, while you try your best to tend to the needs of the world around
you. And beyond you.
Phil Jones
Circuit Mission Enabler
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Pray without Ceasing May 2022
Suggestions for each day of the month. A few spaces have been left for your
own concerns.
1. For people with Birthdays or Anniversaries this month
2. Andy & Helen, Hannah & Matthew
3. Thurlby Chapel
4. Uppingham Church
5. Rev Ruth Charlesworth
6. Barn Hill Church
7. Bourne Chapel
8. All who are struggling with the cost of living
9. Those who use our premises on Mondays
10. Those who use our premises on Tuesdays
11. Those who use our premises on Wednesdays
12. Bourne Chapel
13. Deepings Church
14. Rev Bekkie Wright Probationer Minister
15. Empingham Chapel
16. Ketton Chapel
17. Rev William Booker
18. The people of Ukraine
19. Those who use our premises on Thursdays
20. Those who use our premises on Fridays
21. Those who use our premises on Saturday
22. Oakham Church
23. Ryhall Chapel
24. Phil Jones Circuit Mission Enabler
25. Julia Husbands CF&YM Enabler
26. Our Supernumerary Ministers
27. Our Local Preachers
28. **
29. Circuit Officers
30. Circuit Administrator Rowan
Any suggestions or requests please let Nina Rawlins know on 01780 753649 or
email ninarawlins@yahoo.co.uk
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George Hetherington has recently been honoured
by receiving an invitation from Buckingham Palace
to receive Maundy Money from the Queen at St
George's Chapel, Windsor. He did not open the
letter from Buckingham Palace immediately, but
was surprised and honoured to be nominated.
Each recipient receives two purses, one red which
this year contained specially minted £5 and 50p
coins portraying the Queen's Platinum Jubilee. The
white purse contained uniquely minted Maundy
money, the sum equalling the number of years of
the Monarch’s age, so silver coins to the value of 96
pence distributed to 96 women and 96 men. Once
in the Chapel we discovered that sitting beside us
was Lim Ho, from Stratford upon Avon Methodist
Church, nominated because of his involvement in
creating the first Methodist eco church, winning
several prestigious awards.
We were able to listen to some beautiful organ music as we waited. Magnificently
dressed Yeomen of the Guard took their places followed by processions of clergy,
knights, choristers, Almonry officials and finally Prince Charles and the Duchess
of Cornwall.

The money was distributed during the service by Prince Charles, assisted by the
Lord High Almoner, with the Yeomen of the Guard carrying huge dishes containing
the purses. Prince Charles congratulated each recipient, pausing for more
conversation with some. It was a most memorable day and “we were very
privileged to be invited”.
We at Stamford Methodist Church join with many others in congratulating George
for his services to Church and community.

Submitting articles for the newsletter

We are delighted that some of our readers are inspired to submit book reviews, poems and
articles to be included in the newsletter. When doing so, please make sure that you add your
name to any item so that folk can follow up if they want to know more.
For published items, please ensure you have the permission of the author and add their name as author of any work.

Please send all entries for the June newsletter no later than
Tuesday 10th May 2022, including Prayers for the Prayer page from Church Stewards
(anything sent after this date will not be included)-Thank you
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CIRCUIT WEEKEND AT NORMANTON LODGE FARM
(near Rutland Water)
21st and 22nd May
A fantastic opportunity for all ages to come together to explore the theme
of ‘METAMORPHOSIS’,
how all life changes and grows, how we can grow as individuals and as
disciples of Jesus, learning and having fun together.
Saturday 21st May , 2-6pm – a range of activities in and around the farm
giving time to be
explorers, creative, crafty, reflective, inspired, together!
And have hot food provided!
Sunday 22nd May, 10.30am – Circuit Worship for all ages together in the Barn
Followed by a ‘bring your own’ picnic , fun and games.
Please dress sensibly for the weather – there is no heating in the barn
bring your own cup/mug for drinks if possible
bring your own picnic rug/chairs as well as your picnic on Sunday
ENCOURAGE AS MANY PEOPLE including FAMILIES and YOUNG PEOPLE
as you can to come!
SEE YOU THERE!
PS There is no charge for the weekend but donations will be gratefully
received.

PPS Look out for the promotional video on the online worship and prayers!!
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special services and events
12 June - 6pm at Oakham - Ordinands Testimony Service for
Rev Bekkie Wright. This will be a real time of celebration as Bekkie
shares something of her journey to Ordination, and an opportunity for
us to show our support and joy as she goes forward from this service
to her Ordination.

25 June - St Chad's, Shrewsbury - Bekkie will be ordained.
Please support her with your prayers - you can also be present as
the service will be streamed online, and tickets to attend can be
booked through Eventbrite.
24 July - 6pm at Stamford - Circuit Farewell service for Rev Andy and
Rev Helen Fyall. An opportunity to gather and celebrate the time and
gifts they have shared with us, and to offer our prayers for their
future ministries as they move on. Andy will also share some
reflections on his Sabbatical at 4pm, and refreshments will be served
before the service at 6, so do come early!
An advance notice - on Tuesday 23 August in the evening we will be
welcoming the new Superintendent Minister, Rev Andrew Hollins and this
service will be held at Stamford.
***************************
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GIFT DAY at
EMPINGHAM METHODIST
CHURCH
SAT -14th MAY 10.45am – 2pm.
COFFEE & CAKE
An opportunity to give for the continued work and maintenance
of our church.
We look forward to your help and support.
With grateful thanks.
M H A Sunday 12th June 2022
The theme for this year is ‘Growing Together’ inspired by Isaiah 43:19.
The focus is on the new garden at ‘Aigburth’, the MHA home in Oadby,
Leicester and the positive impact it has on its residents’ mental and
physical well being.
Any funds raised this year will go towards enhancing the outdoor spaces
in other homes across the country.
Visit mha.org.uk/Sunday to download resources including an order of
service, fundraising ideas and a film to show in your service.
Gift Aid envelopes may also be ordered by email.

CALLING ALL CRAFTERS
Do you knit, sew, crochet, draw, paint or have a similar hobby
and would you like to join others in the church on a Thursday
morning for coffee, crafts and a chat at the Well at
Stamford Methodist Church
Similar church groups have also embarked on joint projects making things such as face
masks, cards for the sick or housebound, banner-making, Knitting for Peace, poppy
making for Remembrance Day and nativity sets for local shops.
If you are interested please ring Anne Wiltshire 01780 482285.

The annual Strawberry Tea will take place
at Bourne Methodist Chuch in June.
Details to follow
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Bourne
We continue to pray for the people of Ukraine, for the elderly, the vulnerable, the children,
and give thanks to all those who have offered shelter and a haven of peace.
We continue to pray for those in our own country feeling despair and needing comfort.
We pray for our youngsters sitting exams whose education has been interrupted through
covid may they still be able to reach their potential.
We pray for those in the circuit who will be moving on to face new challenges and for those
who will come to replace them.
Deepings
Please pray for the families that have started to arrive in the Deepings.
For them to settle quickly in host homes and local schools.
That young children will be able to live once again without fear and danger from the skies.
Prayers for those in nursing homes unable to attend regular worship with us.
Empingham
We give thanks for new members received into membership on Easter Sunday.
Please pray for the mission of our church through the Post Office and Children’s work.
Prayers for our members who are recovering from surgery.
Oakham
May God be with us all as we try to understand how the World is becoming more confused.
Each new story on the National News seems to bring more stress and worry.
Lord your Love will guide us through these difficult times and each of us has to help our
neighbours. We need to share our cares and support those that are lonely or fearful of the
future. We need to Pray more often and find new ways to support each one of us. We need to
encourage those around us and build up strength to stand against those that are being starved,
tortured or purposely killed to try and show how strong? they are.
I am ashamed of the small numbers of Refugees that are arriving in Britain, even when we
have the ability to help them. Why has this land been so slow to help people? The number of
countries across Europe have been supporting those in need for many months, providing
food , clothing, places to live even if it is just a room, while we just sit and wait......
Thanks to our belief in our God we can call on friends and families to join us in Prayer at
every opportunity, while we gather others to this call. We need to rally, to raise the strength
our Lord has given us and invite all those of every faith to come together and Pray louder
and longer so the Lord can hear and help to fight the foe that is an abomination.
May each of us pray and support each other at every opportunity.
Amen
Stamford
Dear Lord we pray for: Our Superintendent Minister Rev Andy Fyall as he begins his pilgrimage walk in the next
few days – keep him safe and blister free.
All the planning that is taking place for the Barn Weekend. We pray for a lovely weekend
and a time of fellowship as a circuit.
For families and friends who are facing the loss of loved ones – may they know Your
presence and feel Your love.
The continuing situation in Ukraine which touches are hearts daily. We pray for those
families who have been torn apart and for those who are here or arriving in Stamford in the
next few weeks, may they feel your caring arms surrounding them as they face these difficult
times.
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Thurlby
We thank you Lord for the beauty of our neighbourhood at this time of year, for the flowers
and birds, the sunshine and showers. What a wonderful world you have made for us - and
yet we manage to spoil it, to abuse what you have given us. We pray for forgiveness and we
ask your help to take care of it. We pray for the people of Ukraine, that there will be an end
to the war and that a solution may be found. Amen

Pax
All that matters is to be one with the living God
to be a creature in the house of the God of life.
Like a cat asleep on a chair
at peace, in peace
and at one with the master of the house, with the mistress,
at home, at home in the house of the living,
sleeping on the hearth, and yawning before the fire.
Sleeping on the hearth of the living world
yawning at home before the fire of life
feeling the presence of the living God
like a great reassurance
a deep calm in the heart
a presence
as of a master sitting at the board
in his own and greater being,
in the house of life.
D.H. Lawrence
contributed by Beryl Teasdale
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